Immunocytochemical demonstration of beta-lipotropin in mouse pituitary cells and neurons cultured in vitro.
Specific antiserum directed against human beta-lipotropin was used to demonstrate the presence of beta-lipotropin immunoreactivity in dissociated cell cultures of mouse pituitary, hypothalamus, spinal cord and dorsal root ganglia. A large population of pituitary cells and hypothalamic neurons were positive for beta-lipotropin immunoreactivity, while only 10-20% of the neurons from spinal cord and dorsal root ganglia were stained. The specificity of the beta-lipotropin immunoreaction was confirmed by blocking the reaction by prior absorption of the antiserum with added beta-lipotropin.